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was, however, humane and right. The President said he
wanted the subject to be got along with harmoniously, that
they were greatly ruffled at the War Department, and if I
had no objection he would go and see Seward, tell him the
facts, get him to come over, and bring the Secretary of War
and all in interest to a consultation. I told him I had no
objection, nor any feeling, as it affected myself, on the sub-
ject. All I wanted was our imprisoned men.

In less than an hour the President returned with Seward.
We went briefly over the question and read to him Mai-
lory's letter. After discussing the subject, went, by request
of the President, with him to the War Department. Gen-
eral Hitchcock and General Halleck came in soon. Stanton
was ill-mannered, as usual, where things did not please him,
and on one or two occasions a little offensive. Did not
know why there should be different exchanges; the Rebels
would not recognize negroes. I told him that, while general
cartel was neglected, the army were making exchanges here,
and by Butler on the James, Sherman at Atlanta, Canby
at New Orleans, and Foster at Hilton Head. I thought it
proper and felt it my duty to see that the naval men were
not entirely neglected. That no question as regards color
had ever come up in regard to naval exchange; that colored
men in our service were not a distinct organization, etc.,
etc. It was, he said, our duty to prevent Rebel masters
from reclaiming slaves who had been in our service. He
thought I ought not to write the Confederate Secretary of
the Navy, recognizing him as Secretary. That the slave-
owners would insist on retaining and reclaiming their
slaves wherever and whenever they could, I had no doubt.
It was a question of property, and of local and legal right
with them which we could not prevent. It was a compli-
cated and embarrassing question, but he must not suppose,
nor would the country permit our countrymen to suffer in
captivity on such a question. To absolutely stop exchanges
because owners held on to their slaves when they got them
was an atrocious wrong, one that I would not be a party to.